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                 MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

        BETWEEN MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

                             OF THE

  INDIANA SEARCH AND RESCUE ASSOCIATION

                        SECTION I: MEMBER PROVISIONS

A. The signatory parties to this agreement, in recognition that mutual aid assistance is beneficial and essential to emergency response organizations and agencies, as well as to the victims of emergency incidents, do hereby enter into this mutual aid agreement.

B. Each signatory party enters into this agreement voluntarily, without coercion, and without condition of membership in the Indiana Search and Rescue Association (INSARA). All signatory parties responding under this agreement shall observe the agreement in its entirety.

C. An INSARA member organization may add or exempt their organization as a signatory party to this agreement by giving notice to the INSARA Board of Directors at any regularly scheduled meeting of the board. In addition, a signatory party my temporarily exempt or withdraw itself from the agreement if:

1. The signatory party is already engaged in a response to an emergency incident.

2. The signatory party is unable to muster the manpower and/or other resources required under the agreement.
              SECTION II: ACTIVATION OF AGREEMENT

A. This mutual aid agreement may be activated by any of the following methods:

1. Any governmental public safety agency, aware of this agreement and its provisions, may request the services of a signatory party (or parties) closest to its locality with the full knowledge that other nearby signatory parties will be notified and on standby status to be activated as needed.

2. Any signatory party requested and subsequently engaged in an emergency response incident at the request of a governmental public safety agency may recommend to the incident commander the employment of additional manpower and/or equipment resources under this agreement.

3. The INSARA President, or his/her duly appointed representative, may offer the services of the signatory parties to the incident command of any governmental public safety agency responsible for the management of an emergency response incident.

B. In all cases, incident commanders of emergency response incidents will be provided with adequate information to select manpower and equipment resources deemed necessary and appropriate to assist with the incident. Incident commanders may activate resources or place resources on standby as deemed necessary and appropriate for the situation.

C. Signatory parties to this agreement do hereby pledge to refrain from any actions that may be construed as self-deployment or an attempt to subvert the spirit and intent of this agreement by interfering with the incident in any manner.

                      SECTION III: RESPONSE UNDER THE AGREEMENT

A. This mutual aid agreement is not intended to supercede or nullify any existing mutual aid agreements or memorandums of understanding in force by any of the signatory parties. The agreement is intended to enhance the existing mutual aid agreements and memorandums of understanding in force by the signatory parties by providing additional reserve manpower and/or equipment resources.

B. Signatory parties activated under this agreement by a requesting authority shall make all available manpower and equipment resources available to the requestor.

C. A signatory party requested under this agreement shall be obligated to notify the requestor as soon as possible if any manpower and/or equipment resources are unavailable. Additionally, signatory parties requested under this agreement are obligated to notify the requestor of any time constraints associated with the employment of any resources.

D. Requested resources will be placed at the disposal of the incident commander as deemed necessary and appropriate during the conduct of the emergency response incident. Signatory parties will not misrepresent the operational capability of their individual teams to any incident commander or requesting agency.

